Study Guide: The Divine Power & Custody
of Speech

The Core Theology: The Image of God & Spoken Authority

In Genesis, God did not use His hands to shape the universe; He spoke it into existence ("And God said,
‘Let there be light," and there was light").

Because you are created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), your words carry a distinct
reflection of that creative, spiritual authority. Human speech is not just acoustic vibrations—it is a spiritual
force.

A profound example of this is found in Ezekiel 37:4-7. God commands the prophet to look at a valley of
dry, dead bones and do something radical: prophesy to the bones and command them to live.

"Then he said to me, 'Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord... So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.™

God chose to route His resurrection power through human speech. When you speak in alignment with
God's will, you can speak life, hope, and restoration into situations that look completely dead.

Part 1. The Spiritual Custody of Speech (The Vertical Relationship)

Before our words affect others, they must be weighed against our accountability to God.

* Psalm 139:4 — "Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether."
Takeaway: God is omniscient. He does not just evaluate your words after they are spoken; He knows
the trajectory of your thoughts before they form into sound.

e Psalm 19:14 — "Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer."
Takeaway: True speech control starts in the heart. Our ultimate goal is for our inner thoughts and
outer words to be a pleasing sacrifice to God.

e Psalm 34:13 — "Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.”
Takeaway: We have an active command to police our lips. Restraining ourselves from gossip, malice,
and lies is a foundational step of holiness.

e Psalm 141:3 — "Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!"
Takeaway: Human willpower is insufficient. Because speech is highly volatile, we must daily ask for
divine intervention—a supernatural "guard"—to police our lips.



Part 2: The Earthly Impact of Speech (The Horizontal Relationship)

Because we carry the image of a Creator, our words have tangible, physical, and emotional
consequences in the natural world.

* Proverbs 18:21 — "Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its
fruits."
Takeaway: Your tongue is a rudder directing your life and the environment around you. You will
inevitably "eat" (experience the consequences of) the words you produce.

e Proverbs 12:18 — "There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise
brings healing.”
Takeaway: Careless speech acts as a weapon that inflicts invisible, lasting wounds. Wise speech
acts as a scalpel or medicine that repairs trauma.

e Proverbs 15:1 — "A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger."
Takeaway: You hold the thermostat in conversations. A gentle tone can de-escalate a volatile
situation, while a sharp tone acts as fuel to a fire.

* Proverbs 16:24 — "Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the
body."
Takeaway: Kind, encouraging speech has holistic power. It doesn't just improve a person’'s mood; it
brings physical vitality and healing to their body.

Part 3: Daily Faith Declarations (Speaking Life to Dry Bones)

Speak these biblical declarations aloud daily to align your speech with God's creative authority:

e The Declaration of Alignment: "My heart meditations and spoken words are pleasing to the Lord.
Because | am made in His image, | choose to build up rather than tear down."

e The Declaration of Restraint: "Lord, set a divine guard over my mouth today. Keep a watchful eye
over the door of my lips so that no rash or deceitful words escape."

* The Declaration of Resurrection Power: "l refuse to complain about the 'dry bones' in my life. By
faith, | speak God's promises, hope, and life into every dead situation."

e The Declaration of Healing: "My tongue is an instrument of healing and grace. | speak pleasant
words that bring sweetness to the soul and health to the body of those around me."

Reflection Questions for Personal Study or Group Discussion

1. The Dry Bones Application: What area of your life (a relationship, a dream, a difficult circumstance)
looks like a valley of "dry bones" right now? How can you shift from complaining about it to speaking
God's life and promises over it?



2. The Heart Connection: Psalm 19:14 links the meditation of the heart with the words of the mouth. If
your recent conversations were a direct reflection of your heart, what would they reveal about your
inner world right now?

3. The Guard Requirement: In what specific situations (stress, social media, exhaustion) do you find it
hardest to control your tongue? How can you practically practice asking God to "set a guard" in those
moments?



